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uia non cognovi literaturam, introibo in potentias Do © 
mir.i, Plal' 71. v.15, , G | 

( Sothe Ancient Latine, and ſo the Septuapint, in 'ome 
Copies, and ſo the Hebrew it felt, bein, rightly Tranſla» 
ted ) In Engliſp thus, 

Becauſe 1 know not Letters Iwill enter into the Powers 
of the Lord, 


CRE 


— — ——— 


# 


. By George Keith. 


TO 


a pt . | P « 
- -, Princed inthe Year 4674, _ 


LETT. ano waWBy, ao. oop 
AVDPEW PREGTON PEABODY 
FUND 
A F K £ 
Y "4 7 4 ws f f P3 O 
= 
& 


(3) x 
_* THE bs: . 


 Woman-Preache 
SAMARTIA 


> One kither all you Men- Preachers, of a Man-madc- Mi- 
ni//ry, inthe three Nations ; whether Conſormiſts, or 


.»Y } A 
Ld 


XY} 


Noncentormitts unto. the preſent way of the Miniſtry, 

and Wor{hip in theſe Nations Eſtabliſhed by an Humane 
Law, who cry out againſt Womens Preaching, and Speaking, and 
fay, Wom-nonght not to Preach, There ſhould not be Women 
Preacher:, They f1;culd keep them to the Aﬀairs within the Honſe, 
and not mec'd!e with our holy FunQion. Behold, a Woman-Preach- 
er! the Womi3n of Samaria (Fohn4.) who may be an Example 
unto you all ; andthe beſt of you, and moſt Learned and Quali- 
fied of you all, have need co learn of her how to Preach. This Woe 
man of Samaria may be your School-Mittreſs toteach you to Preach; 
and it were good for you to learn of her, who though being dead, 
yet ſpeaketh unto you. Verily, [he js a witneſs for God, unto the - 
truc way of Miniſtry, and Preaching, againſt you all, and again ' 
all your falſe and invented ways. Oh for ſhame let alone your cry. 
ing out againſt Women-Preachers ; while you are (hort, exceeds 
ingly ſhort of this Woman-Preacher of Samaria : and, fart of all, 
learn the true filence, and to have that mouth in you topped, 
which God hath never opened ; that the true mouth which is of 
his opening, you may come to witnels, or elſe for ever to be lilent 3. 
that him you may know ro 6pen your Mouths, who hath the Key 
of David, who (hutteth, and no man openeth ; and openeth, and 
no man ſhntteth, 


The Woman then left her Water-pot, Fud went hx way into the 
A 2 a City,. 


F: 
F- (ity, and ſaith unto the Men, Come, See a Man which told me alt 


himſelf, and from his owf word, and teftimony, belieyed on him, 
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things that ever I did, Is not this the Chrift? Thc they went out 
of the City, and came unto him, &c, Fohn 4. 28,29, 30. 

” Here ſhe Preached Chriſt in few words, but very cf:Qually, 
and with good ſucccſs. Come, See a Man that told me all things that 
ever 1did, is not this the (hriſt? Theſe were her words, few and 
ſhort, but very material, and Pertinent; and very powerful and 
effeRual, as appeared by the good ſucceſs her words had upon the 
men of the City: for it is ſaid, Then ( to wit, after her ſpeaking 
to them) they went out of the City, and came unto him: and v.39. 
it is ſaid, And many of the Samaritans of that City believed on him, 


for the ſaying of the woman, which teHified, he told me all things that 


ever 1 aid : but v.41. it is ſaid, 4d many more believed, becauſe of 
his own word. 

But, How came this Woman to be a Preacher of Chriſt? Firſt, 
Who taught her? S:congdly, Who called her? Verily ſhe was 
not taught by Men, norby Men: was ſhe called, but by Chrift. 
She had not been learned at the Univerſity, neither got ſhe her 


* Ocdination, either by the laying on of hands, of a Bilhop, or com- 


pany of Men, called a Presbytery: yea we find no hands that 


Chriſt laid upon her inthe outward, but ſpoke unto her, and talk- 


ed with her, and {hc with him. So then ſhe was taught of Chriſt 
himſelf, that he was the Meſſiah, or the Chrift. She had 
heard of the Meſſiah thac was to come, but ſhe knew not that he 
was come, or who he was: yea for ſome time, though he was 
ſpeaking unto her, ſhe did not know him to be the Chriſt ; but 
when ho ſaid unto her, [that ſpeak unto thee am he, then ſhe be. 
lieved, and went her way into the City, and Preached him unto 
the men of the City. 

So firſt of all,” ſhe was taught Chrift, by Chriſt himſelf ; ſhe 
was taught immediately, and being thus taught, ſhe believed on 


- him, and then ſhe went and Preached him. This is an excellent 


Pattern, and Example unto all true Miniſters, and Preachers of 
Chrift, Firft to be taught by himſclf, before they go Preach him 
unto others. Secondly to believe on him; and having both heard 


then 


(3) be 
then to Preach him unto others. And this ſame Method Paul fol-: © 
lowed; who, of a Perſecutor of Chriſt , became a Preacher of- : 
him. Firſt, he was taught Chriſt, by Chriſt himſelf, and that: 
inwardly Chriſt was revealed in him, when it pleaſed God, ſaid 
he, to reveal his Son in me , that 1 ſhould Preach him to the Gen» 
tiles. And Secondly, he was a believer in him, as he ſaid him» 
ſelf, we having received the ſame Spirit of Faith, we believe, there- 
fore we ſpeak; and, ſaid David, 1 believe, therefore have 1 ſpokens- 
And what ſort of Faith was this ? Was it onely an Hiſtorical Faiths 
which Hypocrites, and ungodly Men have, whereof Paul and: 
David ſpake? Nay ſurely, it was the true, {aving, renewing,and* 
ſanRifying Faith, and according uato this, none ought to preach, 
who have not a meaſure of true and faving Faith, and who are 
not truly in ſome mezaſure Sanihed and renewed, and. by being; 
SanRifhed and renewed through Faith-by the operation of the Ho- - 
ly Spirit, are fitted and prepared for the work of the Minifry. 

Now, by theſe two qualifications of a true and right Preacher of 
Chriſt, let us try the Miniſters and Miniſtry of thoſe called Preach- 
ers in theſe Nations; both Conformiſts, and Non-Conformiſts ;. 
Both of them affirm, and hold it as their Principle, That true and. 
ſaving Faith is not neceſſary unto a Mans being a Preacher : It's 
true they ſay, if he be a true Believer, and godly Man, he will 
be the better Preacher, but a true and Lawful Preacher he is; and: 
ought to be followed, and heard, and maintained, though he be 
not in the leaſt a godly Man, or true Believer, if he be a Scholar, 
and can Preach ig a Form of Sound words, if he have Latine, 

- Greek, anda little Hebrew and Logick, and ſuch like Natural Arts 
and Sciences, it is enough to qualific him to be a Preacher 3 and 
this Principle Tames Durham, a great Presbyterian, expreſly holds. 
in his Book, called, 4» Expoſition upon the Revelation, - in his dis 
gre(ſion concerning the Miniſtry, and I my ſelf have had ſundry * 
debates, with both Conformiſts, and Non- Conformiſts ſo called, 
touching this ſame thing ; . both affirming that true Faith and Pi- 
ety was not needful to a. Mans being a Preacher, but that Lztter 
Learning was needfu] ; fo that he could not be a Preacher without 
Letters, but he could be aPreacher without Faith and Biety, Obs 


abominas- 
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* abominable Dorine! And'this ſame Rule both follow , 'in their 
trying of 'mens qualifications unto the Miniſtry ; they try what 
knowledge they have in firarge Languages, and Arts and Scien- 
ces Natural, and what they can ſay upon pla. es of Scripture, but 
never one word they gueſtion them; concerning the work of God 
in their hearts, or concerning. their Faith nd Piety, But alas ! 
how can they try them concerning the work of Grace in their 
Hearts, ſceing they acknowledge ther have not a diſcerning them- 
ſelves, whereby to know them furely, ard 1mfallibly ; yea, they 
affirm there is no ſuch diſcerning in'theſc dayes, as whereby men 
can be known to be truly gracious. '. Ard duth not ſad Experience 
ſhew it, that the generality of tho't Prerchers have nottrue Faith 
and Piety, their Lives and Converfarions are ſo grofs and Carnal ? 
Yea, do not many of themſelves ſce it, and have they not com- 
plained of it? And yet doth not this Principle of theirs, That 
wicked Men may be Preachers, ard ought to be Received, lay a 
Foundation for a wicked Min'/ rv ? Ard ts F.CnG tion being 
laid with their own Hands, wil! pet wick in come In thick 
and throng ? And «rill nor thife wicked Mon iovi ty haveall like 
themſelves? If they can bavy a Wicked Man, wiil not the wicked 
- prefer him to ancther chat but fe:ms*-ty be a godly, and may, or 
may not be, and thus .n proccl; 0! time the witole Miniftcy will 
conlift of ungodly men, the wicked being 01! preferred by the 
wicked, and carrying it by moit Votes, as amony ittiugm called Pres» 
byterians, or by the Authority of the Biſhop, as among the Epil- 
- copal. Oh! for ſhame never fay; that you are for a*godly Mis. 
- Hiftry,. while you both lay ſuch a Foundation for the ungodly,” 
* And S:condly, as both forts hold that true Faith and Piety is ' 
not neceifary toa Mans being a Preacher, ſo they hold that imme- 
diate revelation, and to bz immediately taught by Chriſt himſelf, 
| is not neceſſary, either to his being, or better being, yea,they whol- 
ly exclude it, andaffirm that all immediate Revelation and Teach- 
ing by Chriſt himſelf, ſo as to teach Men the Truths of the Gof- 
pel, is ceaſed fince the Apoſtles dayes, and is no more to be expeR- 
ed while the World laſts; ſo Tames Durham, concerning Prophe- 
-Cying in his afore ſaid Book, and inthe firſt Page of that _ - 
= : , th, 
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ſaith, God hath ſpoke his laſt Words to his Church, by Tqbr, is 
the Revelation ; and ſo the Church nor any in the Church is n 

to hear any word from God, or Chrift himſelf ;. nay, he hath thor 
ken his laft words fixteen hundred Years ago. Oh groſs blindnels - 
and darkneſs! Is the Lord wholly abſent from his Church ? -Or 
if he be preſent with her, and in her, doth he never ſpeak himſelf? _ 
Hath he loft the power of his Speech, or his willingneſs to ſpeak, 
that he hath been ſo long filent ? Surely, nay, as it is written, Our 
God will ſpeak, and not keep ſilence, he is not ſounkind, not, ' 
hard: hearted, as thoſe Men would make him, ſo as not to ſpeak 
himſelf. And as concerning the immediate Teachings of Chrift,who 
is ſuch a Stranger unto them, and their Principles, who know not 
that they deny them, and are Enemies unto them, and that ons of 
the main things of Controverſie betwixt them and us lycth here ; 
they ſay , the immediate Teachings of Chrift are all ceaſed, fince 
the Apoſtles dayes; We ſay, not, and we are Witneſfes of the 
contrary in our Experience, who witneſs the New Covenant ful- 
filled, they (hall be all taught of the Lord, that is, immediately , 
elſe what doth the new excel the old and firſt Covenant in? For 
under the old they were taught of the Lord mediately, as by Moſes 
and the Prophets ; but under the new, they are taught of God 
himſelf, whodwelleth in them, and walketh in them, and is their 
Teacher, Shepheard, and Husband. 

And now, How can theſe Men be taught of the Lord himſelf, or 
immediarely to Preach Chriſt, who deny the thing it ſelf? How 
can we have Charity unto them to believe they are ſo taught, 
while they deny that any are fo taught in thoſe days? And then 
what is their Preaching of him? it is but by hearſay, and report z 
they are all ſhort of this Woman, She both heard Chriſt himſelf, 
and ſaw himſelf, which none of them, (gs they confels,) have ever 
gone: they lay they have never ſecn him,nor heard him, nor ſpoken 
with him, and yet they preach ; whereas (he bothheard him, and - 
ſaw him before the Preached him; and thus did John, and the A. 
poſtles Preach him: That which was in the beginning, which we 
ha ſeen with our eyes, and heard with oug ears, and our hands have 
handled of that Word of Life we declare unto you ; for the Life way | 
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” wuanifeſted, ewd.we have fee it, and delare it unto you, that, 
tran with us, CC. | hh 
 * Now which of the two ways of Preaching are the beſt ; to 
© Preach only from a hearſay by others, or from a fight, and hear. 
'- 3ng of Chriſt himſcl{? Surely this was the beſt, and therefore this 
" Woman is a better Preacher, than all your Univerſity men, and 
Doors, amd Batchelors : ſhe learned more of Chriſt from him« 
©. Felf, in that ſmall time, ( perhaps not one, hours length) than your 

Dotors , and Univerlity men have yet learned, for all their- 
many years. Studying. labouring, Reading, and Hearing: As 
Chriſt, upbraided the Jews, that they had neither heard his Fathers 
Voice, nor (cen his ſhape; ſo it may be ſaid of them; yea, they 
fay itthemſelves, they have neither heard him, nor ſcen him. Alas 
for ſuch Teachers ! ' What (hould men hear them for? they can tell 
us no more of him, but as thcy have heard it from men, or read 
it in the Seripture ; and all their knowledge is fron the Scripture, 
and all have the Scripture as well as they, and ſo without them, 
by the Scripture, may know as much of Chrift as they, and ſave 
both their pains, and their Money. 

* And as concerning this Woman, it is manifeſt, that as ſhe heard 
him, and ſaw tim outwardly, ſo ſhe both heard him, and ſaw him 
inwardly, and was taught by his ſpirit in her heart ; for had ſhe 
not been inwardly taught, and heard inwardly, ſhe could not have - 
believed on him, which ſhe did ; neither had the outward hearing 
+ gnd ſceing made her bleſſed ; for many heard and ſaw him outward- 
ly, and yet were not blelled : But, ſaid Chriſt to his Diſciples, 
_.Bliſſed are your eyes, for they ſee, and bleſſed are your ears, for they 
” bear; this was inwardly, they both'heard and ſaw inwardly,and this 
made them bleſſed, whereas others heard and ſaw outwardly, and 
therefore were not bleſſed, as the Diſciples, and this Woman was, 
Yea that ſhe was taught inwardly, and that more largely, and fully, 
than by what ſhe heard outwardly it doth manifeſtly appear from 
her words, in that ſhe ſaid, He hath rold me all things that ever 1 did : 
now this could not be outwardly, ſor he told her but ſome things 
outwardly, as concerning her Husbands that were dead, and how 
- the man ſhe had, was nother Husband ; and certainly, in ſo ſmall 
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a time as they had together, words outwardly could riot have told 
her the half, yea, not the hundred part of all that ever ſhe did; ſhe” 
was therefore inwardly taught by him, and told all theſe thingy. | 
Chriſt Jeſus the Word, the Liſe, the Light in her heart told hey, 
as he well could, cven in a moment, or the twinkling of an Eye. 
bring all things before her, and tell her all things in her whole” 
Life ; and certainly this was it that made her to believe him, to bg - 
nor onely a Prophet, but more than a Prophet, even the trug MeC- © 
fiah, or Chrift. He who hath told me all that ever I did, this muft 
be Chriſt, this cannot but be more than any of the Prophets, who 
told me ſome things, but no Prophet could tell me all but Chriſt 
onely, who is the true God, and knoweth all things, and ſearch. 
cth all my my inwatd parts and thoughts. 

3. As concerning her Call, ( as was ſaid ) ſhe had it not 
from Men, and indeed we read not of any outward Call ſhe had 
from Chriſt; but certainly he who taught her inwardly, called her 
alſo inwardly, 'by his Holy Spirit ; yea, ſo powerful was her in- 
ward Czll, and the motion of the Spirit of Chrift within her, th at 
it cauſed her to make haſt, ſhe tarried not to carry home her was * 
ter pot, for itis ſaid expreſly, ſbe left here water-pot, and went in. 
to the City, and ſaid unto the Men, Come, ſee a May, &c. But as 
for their Call, it is wholly from Men, and by Men ; for as they 
- deny. all immediate Teaching, fo they deny immediate Calling 
unto the Miniſtry; yea, their Principle that immediate Revela- 
tion is ceaſed, and that the Scripture is the onely Rule, obligeth 
them to deny all immediate Calling, as well as immediate Teachs. 
ing. Behold then how ſhe hath this third qualification of a true 
Preacher which they want; {he was callea immediately by.the * 
Spirit of Chriſt in her heart ; {he ran not unſent, it appears the 
Lord ſent her, and' was with her by his Spirit, by the good effet 
her Teſtimony had; for, as it is ſaid, many of the Samaritans of 
that City believed on him, &c. And this was through her Preaching, 
They did not deſpiſe her becauſe ſhe was a Woman, they did not 
fay unto her (as many now ſay) thou art a Woman, thou ſhould not 
Preach ; neither did they ſay unto her, thou art but Ignorant and” 


unlearned, as Men commonly ſay now umto our Friends whom Boy 
B ath _ 
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* Kathtavght,by his Holy Spirit,though they have'not the Tongues, 
nor the Natural Arts,and Univerſity Learning ; Why Ho ye Preach 
who are unlcarned, and have not been at' the Univerſity ? I fay, 
theſe Men,they neither upbraided her with her being a woman, nor 

- ſecondly, with her being unlearned ; nor thirdly, that ſhe wanted 
her Call, and was idle, or medled with a butineſs that did not con- 
cern her; they did not ſay unto her, Go home to your wheel, and 
your Spioning, and ſuch like words, as men commedly now ſay to 
Women Friends, whom the Lord hath taught and Called by his Spi- 
rit to teſtifie of him. as he did this Woman of Samaria. Nor fourth- 
ly, did they upbraid her with the place, as men commonly alſo now 

. do, who wonder, and gaze,and mock,and ſcorn, if they ſee or hear 

.any ſpeak any thing of Chrift in the ftreets ; O, ſay they, this is not 
the Church, go to Ghurch,if ye would Preach, this is not a fit place 
to Preach in. Theſe Men of the City did not ſo unto this Woman, 
though ſhe came unto them, and ſpake unto them, where ſhe firſt 
found them, which might be in the trects or any where elſe. 

4. Alſo,this Woman, no doubt very unexpeRedly, and far from 
any deſign ſhe had before had unto this work, became a Preacher, 
little knew ſhe, or little did ſhe think, before ſhe met with Chriſt, 
and heard him, that ſhe ſhould preach him, nay: verily, ſhe knew 
nothing of it atall, nor had ſhe any ſuch deſign before hand; far 
contrary unto theſe Preachers of the 21an-made- Miniſtry, who 
have defigned it long before hand, and it was a deſign of their Pa- 
rents and Relations even from their Child- hood : Yea, this was the 
End, and final moving cauſe, of their being ſent firſt to the Gram- 
mar-School, and then to the Univerſity ; 4 deſign they ſhould be 
Preachers : Ouod eft nltimum in Executione, eſt primum in intentio- 
ne: i.e. what 15 lat in Execution is firſt in intention,ſo it was firſt of 
all intended. A Father hath threes Sons, one of them he thinks 
may be fitto be mace 3 Lawyer, another to be a Door of Phylick, 
a'third (and that commonly the greateſt Dunce or Dolt of the 
three, fiuding hin not fo fit for other things ) he reſolves he will 
have him a Miniſter, 0: Preacher, that ic may be a Living to him z 

*and ſo away be ſen. cuem all to the Grammar School, and-from 

- that tothe Univerkity ; and thus one becomes a Preacher only | by 

| at 
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that which is Natural and Artificial, as the other two becomes the 
Lawycr arid Phy litian, here is nothing of God or Chriſt ſeen more 
in the one chan in the other: Is it not ſo generally among them? 
They arc become Preachers by a defign or contrivance of their Pa- 
rents, or themſelves. As ſoon as they become but ſoold, as to 
have ſo much Natural wit asto fee they muft make ſome ſhift how 
to Live, and looking about the many Trades, they readily ſee it 
is the far ealicft of many,.or moſt Trades to be a Preacher, to get 
money, for it is little labour in reſpe& of many other labours, and 
much gain, and alſo brings Honour, for if he had been of never 
ſo mcan a degree, and of the moſt abjet and mean Parents in all 
the Countrey, yet te become a Preacher, maketh him to be eftce- 
med 4 Gentleman, and be called Sir ; and perhaps, to be advan- 
ced to be a Biſhop, and then ho will be called, xy Lord. But how 
many either of one ſort or another of them, whether Epiſcopal or 
mar Foarwal are to be found, who have been called from ſome other 
Calling or Occupation they were in before, to leave it, and go te 
Preach:Chriſt, as this Woman was called from her Water Pot im- 
mediately to go Preach him, in a City of Samaria, called Sychay ? 
And yet thus were the true Servants of the Lord called, who were 
Mechanick Men, and Tradeſmen, both Prophets, and Apoftles ; 
Eliſhawas called from the Plough, Amos from the Heard, who was 
an Herd-man, and a gather of Sycomore Fruit ; and the Apoſtles, 
many, or moſt of them from their Fiſh.-Nets, who were Fiſhers ; 
Matthew from the Receipt of Cuſtom, who was a Publican, and 
Luke was a Phyſitian, and Paw! a Tent-maker : and ſo moſt part of 
all whom God ever ſent to Preach had their Employments before , 
and nor one ever became a Preacher by an Humane defign or inten- 
tion before hand in order untoa Living, and to get money as they 
do: and fo this is a fourth difference betwixt this Woman-Preach« 
er of Samaris and them, wherein ſhe excelleth them. Her Preach- 
ing was not any Humane defign,cither of her, or any Man, or men 
elſe, but it was wholly Divine, it was of the Lord alone, he de= 
figned it, and not Man; whereas their preaching commonly and+ 
generally is a Humane deſign, and contgvance from firft to laft,to- - 
get money, and Worldly ones and preferment with much eaſe 
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- | 5, She preached Chrift freely , as ſhe had freely receiy- 


£d, ſo ſhe freely gave ; She did not begin to Contra&, or Cove. 


nant, or bargain with them before hand, for monie, or for any 
Worlds good ; ſhe ſaid not ynto them, what money or Hire will 
- yegive me, and I will preach Chriſt unto you? Nay, nay, ſhe was 
not of ſuch a Mercinary Spirit, ſhe was more Noble ; far unlike 
the preachers of the X1an-made-Miniftry in theſe daies, whether 
Epiſcopal, or Presbitcrian, as well as Popiſh, where all is done for 
money, no money, no preaching, as the old proverb is, No penny, 
No Pater Noſter ; And was it not fo generally among the Presbite- 
rians, while they had the publick places, and the Law of the Na- 
tion to ſtand by them, and for them, who of them all preached 
without a ſtipend? Which is in plain Engliiſb, wages or Hire; for 


fipend being a Latize word, fignitieth properly wages or Hire, but 


they will not have it called wages or Hire, left they ſhould ſeem to 
be Hirelings; they will take the Hire, they will ſeek it, yea, exact 
it, yea, train and diftrain, and poind, and caſt into priſon for it, 
and take away a poor mans pot or pan, or platter for it, as was done 
to ſome of our Friends in the Presbiterian time,and this to pay thoſe 
mens ſtipend, who were called Godly men of the fincR ſort of the 
Presbiterians : A range thing of exating wages of them, and for- 
cing them to give them money, who never hired them, nor heard 
them, and ſo took none of their Merchandiſe, and yet thus it was, 
as they arc living at this day , who can witneſs it done thus unto 
them, fo (as is ſaid) they would take the Hire, and force it, but they 
will not have it called Hire, but ftixend ; they muſt put a Lative face 
upon it, that it may not appear in it's own deformed and ugly ſhape, 
x muſt be called tipend, and not Hire, whereas the proper Engliſhot 
Kipend, is Hire; And now that they are out of their publick places, 
having gone out through fear, if any of them preach now and then 
in private places, without a ſet tipend, that is but in order to pro- 
pagate, and carry on the Presbiterian defign, that they may be ſet 
- #4 and recover their places, and Hires again. - Bur which 
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them can lay in the fight of God, at this day, they preach freely 


without an cyc to money ar outward reward ? So that if they got 
gothiog by it yer preach they mutt : Wha of them. all can ſay, woe 
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wnto ws if we Preach not the Goſpel, for a meeeſſity is 'laid upon us t- 
Preach ; Who of them have got their mouth opened by Him to 
Preach, who openeth and no man ſhatteth, and ſhutteth and no man 
openeth? Has not Man, and the power and dread of Man, oft hut 
their mouths; and Man, with a little of his forbearance, or wink- 
ing at them, opened them again ? how much of this has been feen 
theſe years by paſt among theſe called, or accounted the beſt ſort of 
them? where were they to be found in times of hazard, when the 
power and dread of man threatned them to ſuffer impriſonment, or 
Fining, or the like; fo that it was likely they would be apprehen- 
ded, and hailed to priſon, to ly there they knew not how long, of 
have a Fine taken of them, Did they preach then openly and in 
view ? Could their voice be heard in the ftreets? No ſurely. But 
if an /ndalgence come, or that the Magiſtrates wink a little at them 

and they obſerve it, then they will come out of their holes, and 
creep forth + little into common view, or obſervation. And thus 
man {hutteth them, and man openeth them; for they know not hin 
nor his opening, who openeth and no man (hatteth, and ſhu teth and 
0 man openeth, And doth not all this exceedingly bewray and dif- 
cover them to be of a Covetous, and Mercinary Spirit, Hireling# 
indeed, who flee from the ſheep ina time of hazard, whereas the 
good Shepherd layeth down his life for the ſheep. Surely this Wo- 
man of Samria was of a more noble Spirit, who Preached both, 
freely, and boldly. 

6. Though ſhe was a Woman, yet fhe was not afraid to bear 
Teſtimony of Chrift, ſhe did not call them, ro whom ſhe preached 
into a Cellar, or Vault under the ground, or ſome private place, 
but opcnly, and publickly ſhe preached him toa great company, ſo- 
many heard and believed beciuſe of her ſaying, and yet no doubt 
there wasa hazard ſo publickly to confeſs him, and own him in that 
day ; and though ſome believed in t.im, yet others were enemies; 
to him, who were Samaritans. 

7+ The Manner how {he preached Chrift, is obſervable, ſhe. 

cached him from her own experience, as what ſhe found done 

y him in relation to her own condition? Come, ſaid ſhe, ſee « men 


who, hath told me all that ever Ldid,, 1s not thisthe Chriſt? Who, 
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among them ell,” thus preach him from their own experience? or 
who preach himas the ?/a/miſt did, who ſaid. Come,and 1 will tell you 
; what God hath done for my Soul? whoof them' can ſay, I have met 
* With the Lord, and be hath convinced me of all my fins,and told me 
all that ever I did, and has ſet all things before me, and made me 
| hate all my fins, and loath both them and my (elf becauſe' of them, 
I; not this the Chriſt ? Alſo it is obſervable, the pithy and efteu- 
al way of hear reaſoning, by Queſtion, or Interrogation, which 
'implycth both a ftrong affirmation, and aclear inference or 
induction from the premiles, leaving it as it were unto themſelves 
to judge, or conclude, 7s #ot this the Chriſt, who has told me all that 
\ ever 1 did? this cannot be a meer man, this cannot be only a Pro- 
'phet, this muſt be the Chriſt, ſeeing he hath told me all that ever 
'Tdid. How effeRually doth ſhe reaſon, as ſhe was taught by the 
Spirit of Chriſt in her, chough ſhe never learned the Art of Lo- 
eick, yet ſurely ſhe reaſoned moit effeRually, and ſaw more into the 
reaſon of the thing, than all the Univerſity men have done unto 
this day, by all their artificial Logick. And her Reaſon, -or Argu- 
ment runs thus. He who telleth a man or woman all that everthey 
have done, muſt be Chriſt : but this man has told all thatever I 
have done, therefore this is the Chriſt, or is not this the Chriſt? | 
The firſt Propoſition is clear anto all men, becauſe it is he only 
who is God, that knoweth all the doings of a man, ſo it is he only 
who can tell them all unto them, and ſo this He, who hath told mo 
all thatever1 did, muſt be more than any Man, or Prophet, who 
may know ſome things, but know not all, He muſt be Chriſt, who 
is God. And as I ſaid before this was inwardly, and not outwardly, 
he could not tell her outwardly all that ever ſhe did in fo ſhorta 
time, but inwardly he could in a moment; even as the outward 
light ofthe Sun in a moment repreſenteth things unto our eye in 
the outward,and lerteth us ſee in a moment,all at once, as it were 
'athoiſand things; and thus ſhe was tanghr, and thus ſhe reaſoned 
concerning tum : And tbus alſo hath the Lord taught us to reaſon 
- concerning Him. He who hath inwardly conuinced us of our ſins, 
and told us all the fins thatecver we did, and brought them to re- 
membrance before us, when we had forgotten them, or Faſt them 
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behind our backs, this is the Chri, this Light' in us muſt bg 
the Light of Chriſt 3 or this He in us muſt be the Chriſt, and not 
any meer humane, or natural Light, this muſt be Divine, Spiritual, - 
 andaving, yea, the Saviour, the Chriſt : ſo ſhe Preached him, and; © 
ſo the Lord hath taught us to Preach him. But ſo do not theſe. Men 
of the MMan-made-HMin;iry Preach him ;- Nay, but the contrary # * 
for, fay they, That is not Chrift which convinceth every manof 
his fins, and tells him all that ever he did, it is but a humane prin» 
ciple, not Divine ; it is- but Natural, not Spiritual ; a natural 
Light, and ſo inftcad of Preaching hinithus, as he is in the hearts 
of People convincing them of fin, and ſhewing them their fins, 
they plainly deny him, they confeſs them without, but deny him: . 
within; and ſo deny-his Divinity,and Divine power and Godhead 
for if he bs God, is henot within? and that both in Believers, and. 
| Unbelievers, doth he not by his Spirit convince the world of Sin 7” 
Is he not the Light of the world, who lighteth every man that cometh- 
into the world, that all' men through bim might believe? as John de 
clared, Chap. 1. Yea, ſocontrary are they unto. the being of Chrift 
within, that they plainly, and openly deny him, to be really and 
properly, and immediately, or eſſentially within his Saints; yea,. 
to say, that he is, they call it Blaſphemy: O, ſay they, he is in us. 
. by his Graces, and by his Operations, or Virtue, but not immed;- 
ately, or efſentially : He is in us, ſay they, immediatione virtutic, 
but not immediatione ſuppoſiti: 1.e. he i5in us immediately by his 
Virtue, but not by himſelf ; as tt.e Sun appeareth in us by his Vir- 
tus or heat? yea, the real in-being ofthe Spirit of God by him- 
ſelf, they have generally denyed, and judged ſome among theme. 
ſelves who have affirmedit: And yet how clear and full is the: 
Scripture unto this Truth, that Chriſt is not only in all men by. 
his Light, but alſo upholdeth a!l things by. his Word and Power, 
which canot be ſeparated from hin; and if he were not every; 
where, he could not be infinite; and as he is in all, ſo he hath his. 
ſeveral ways of operation, and manifeſtation in all, in Unbelie- 
vers after one manner, and in Believers in another, according un-- 
to their ſeveral capacities, and conditions. 


8.. She Preached him as One they cAld both come unto, nb 
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ee immediately, as ſhe had hcard him; and ſeen him her ſelf, fo 
the had a great deſire that they alſo might ſee him, Come and ſee, 
(ſaid ſhe? ſhe did not thus Preach unto them, it is enough for 
'>your Faith, O ye men of Sameria, that others have heard of 
Chciſt, and ſcen him, and from what-they have heard and ſeen, 
to have reported of him untoyou; Oh! Nay, but (ome and ſee, 
And after this manner did all the true Servants of God, Preach 
unto Pecopole, O aſt -and /ee, (aid David. That which we have 
heard and ſeen, we declare unto you (laith John in the Name of 
+All his Brethren) tht you may hive fellowſhip with #; ; that ye 
may hcar with us, and fſce with us, and handle with us, of that 
Word of Life: But ſo do not theſe Men of the Man-made- 
Miniſtry ; neither Epiſcopal, Presbyterian, nor ladependent, {o 
called ; None of them all ſay or P:cach, Come and ſee Chriſt him- 
ſelf, or hear himſelf; Nay, nay, that is all ceaſed (lay they) Chriſt is 
one into Heaven, and will not come again till rhe laſt day, he has 
Feſe us the Scriptures, and the Sacraments in his room, we cannot 
know him otherwiſe, but by theſe vitible things, we cannot ſee 
himſelf, nor hear himſelf,all immediate Reve:ation is cea(cd, there 
is no Viſton of God or Chriſt to be cxpecte:! in ths life nor imme» 
diate teaching, or hearing of Chriſt himic;'f O ſad, and Com- 
fortleſs DoRrine ! but this is their Doarine, not Chri:ii's, I will 
rather hear this Woman of Samara, than hear them, She bigs - 
Come and (ee Chrift himſelf; they ſ:y there is no (ceing of him, nor 
hearing of himſelf, ſo long as we live :-pon earth! Oh blind and 
deaf men, who becauſe they have neither heard him, nor {cen h:m, 
therefore deny this blefled priviledge! Oh that people {hould 
follow after them, and not ſee theſe blind men ! What great mat- - 
ter can they teli of Chriſt ? what great or excelent thing can they 
\ attainby their Preaching, who deny that they can cither hear him, 
or {ce him while they are upon Earth ? But who, in ſome meaſure 
- hear him not, nor ſec him while on Earth, be this told unto you 
as fremthe Lord, it will be in vain for you to think to hear him, 
or ſee him to your Comſort and Joy hereafter. 
'9. Again, the Method of this Womans Preaching was not like 
their School Method, who make a Tale of an hours length, and 


yet 


yet never come to-the matter itſelf; who takes Texrimronm ONT 
place of Scripture, and raiſe from irſo many points of Yoari 
which they have ſtudigd ſo long before hand; and.muſt Rudy's” 
day, (and ſome perhaps two or three days) to preach one hour, anc 
then to deliver off untothe people that dry , dead and barren fluffy 
that they have [craped and gat: ercd together out of [o many old and 
Worm eaten Authors, which they cannot ſay i5 their experience, 
and have not rcccive: it frem the Lord. But they a'e I heeves, 
and have ſtolen if, yea perbaps it is 2n bundred times ſtolen, having 
come through lo many hands; who have ftoilen the words of Goe 
cencerning the conditions, and experiences of the Saints, as the 
falle reachcrs, and Prophets of oli, of whom the Lord aid Jer. 23. 
Beholi 1 am agrin#t theſe rophets whd ſlea' my words, Kc. They 
ſhall not profit the People as all, And is nct this fulhi!ed abundant, 
ly ? Where is the profitting-of tac pcople ? doe they agt remainy 
till incheir linsand wickedneſs? And as for thee made, and com: 
po'ed Sermons; by art apd cunning of, mans wildom and Spirit, it 
is plain deceit, and is cxprelsly fo called in;Scripture, where the 
Apoltl: ſaid, That with feigzed words the falſe Teachers [hould make. 
mcrchandize of the People. according unto the Greek .properly and 
truly it is thus: with made, or compoſed Sperches, or Diſcourſes, they 
ſball make eMerchandiſe of you. And (0 it is ſeen at this day: for as 
they make their Sermons by Art, and take great pains ( as they, 
ſay ) to Compoſe, and Frame them, fo they make Merchandiſe 0 
them, and fell them unto the people for Money ; yea, cavſe peo 
ple to give them Money, cver, and over again for the ſame ; ane 
thus they they beguile them, and make Merchandiſe of them afſo; 
{ſo did not this Woman ; {he d1d not go home and Rudy what ſhe 
ſhould fay, bat ſhe ſpoke what freely roſe in her heart, a> th 
Lord taught her; and though her words were' but few, yet the 
are very material and weighty, and came no duubt from the Wik: 
dom of God revealed in her, for her own wiſdome could neve 
have taught ber ſuch excellent words, and ſo excellently to prov 
that he was the Chriſt ſrom her own experience. He hath told mn 
all that eter 1 aid, is not this the Chriſt? 
Io. Her Preaching had = good effet, They came unto hi 
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law himſelf, and beard him; ant as ſoine believed bore PHE 100% 
mans ſaying, fo itis ſaid, Many more believed betauſe of his own 
word, and then their Faith had ſure footing, and found the right 
\ Foundation, to wit, his own word : then they generrally came 
to hear himſelf, and fo believed, becauſe they heard himſelf, as 
they declared themſelves ; yet ſhe was an occaſion unto them, by her 
ſpeaking : But whom hath theſe of the Man-mide- Miniſtry brought. 
this length, that they are come unto Chriſt himſelf, and heard 
\ him, and ſeen him ? nay, both Teachers and People cry out gene- 
| gally, this is not to be expected in this Liſe, all Viſion, and Reve- 
lation is ceaſed s And no doubt as they came unto him outwardly, 
and heard him, and ſaw himoutwardly; ſo they came unto him, 
and heard, and ſaw him» inwardly, otherwiſe they could not have 
believed in him, nor loved him as they did, nor been bleſfed by 
him, if they had not ſeen him, and heard him with another eye 
than the outward, which many heard him, and ſaw him him with, 
who remained Unbelievers, and were not bleſſed. And ſo now by 
theſe Ten Inſtances, it is manifeſt, how this woman Preacher of S4- 
av4ris, was a better Preacher than any of the Men-Preachers of the 
Man-made- Miniſtry, who called the men of Sychay out of the City 
unto Faceb's Well to fee Chriſt : now Sycbar fignifieth Drunkes- 
weſs, and doth fitly anſwer unto the natural, and unconverted 
tate, and now F«cob's Well Typefteth the Spirit of Chriſt, which 
is the Well of Living-watcr in true Believers, and fo out of the na- 
| tato, and Spirit of this World, ſhe called them unto the Spi- 
it of Chriſt, there to come unto him, and to ſee him. 


The 29th of the Firſt 
Month, 1673. 
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| Bs. ſay, the Men-Preachers of the Man made- Miniſtry, 
aith, 


Women ought not to Preach , becaule the Apoſtle expreſly 

But 1 ſuffer not a Woman to teach, nor to VU ſurp Authority over 
the Man, but to be in filence. To which I lay, firſt, what if [ -* 
ſhould underftand by the Woman in this place, zhe fleſb, as per- 
ard, an Ancient Father in the Church, ( who is of great account 
both among them called Papifts and Proteſtants ) doth underfland 
it; for thus he writeth about five hundred years ago, 1» ſermone de 
ſeptew Spiritibu, Fol. 89. Edit. Paris. Ad Spiritum enim d:let fieri 
Converſi0 Carnis, ut ſerviat ipſa,cs non ſerviatur ei, ut dicat Spiritus 
ſeruo [no, veni,ef veniat, fac hic & faciat illud, fic enim erit wxor © 
noſtre, ficut vitis abundans, & ſalvabitur per generationem filiorum 
qui ſunt operas bona, fi fuerit ipſa quidem in lateribus domus noſtre 
1. c. :1 4bſcondito, & humili loco, anima vero refideat 'in medio tan- 
quam domina, tauquam Pater familias, tanquam Tudex, That is, 
m Engliſh; For the Fleſh ought to be Converted unto the Spirirz 
that ſhe may ſerve, and not be ſerved ; that the Spirit may ſay un. 
to his Servant, come, and it cometh ; do this, and it doth it; for 
foour Wife thall be, as a fruitful Vine, and ſhall be ſaved by bear- 
ing of Children, which are good works, if (he be indeed jn the 
ſides of our Houſe, that is, in a ſecret, and low place ; .but letthe 
Soul remain in the midſt, as a Miſtreſs, as a Maſter of the Fami- © 
ly, as a Judge. Behold, how Berzard underftandeth by the Wo- 
man (which Paul ſuffereth not to teach ) our fleſh, and Pawl ſpeaking, 
of this Woman,zhat ſhe ſhall be ſaved in Child-bearing ; Berward ex> 
poundeth- theſe Children to be gyog works,notwithftanding ſbe ſbafl. 
bs ſaved (faith Paw!) in Chila-beaving,or in bearing of Children, if they, 
fontinue in Faith aud Charity, and Holineſs,' with Sobriety, 1 Tim, 
2s 12513, | T5 And tha by, DC 2A &. x Ge. AALSLLL 1 
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what 1s to be underſtocd by theſe words? Whether outward and 
Natural Children; or ſuch Children as Bernard expoundeth tobe 
$-0d warks? Or is a Woman (aved bybearing ougward, and Na- 
tacal Children," ro'wit; Male, , or -Femajc- Children, or can the 
Faith agd Holineſs of thele Childreg fave the Woman ? I have 
made uſe of the Authority of Bernard, in this placc, not as if I 
would have People believe this Expotition ſimply or mainly be- 
caufe Bernard hath ſaid fo ;* But indeed, becauſe the Mea of the 
Schools, and thoſe cailed Clergy-Men,- lay ſuch weight upon the 
Authority of the Fathers, who commonly ſay, we are to recerve 
the Expoſition of the Scripture from the Fathers, and ( if the Expo» 
\ politionof'a Scripture be called in queſtion ) we are to hear , what 
ſuch an Ancient Father, as Bernard, or Aguſtine |. or Jerome ſaith 
pon it,” and that is to cetermine the (aſe, if ejpectally the Scripture 
it [ If (ay nothing to the contrary ; Let them hear therefore Bernard 
in the Caſe, and leave off their proud and inſolent words againſt 
the P:ople called in derifion © waters, as if they underſtood the 
Scriptures all contrary to the mind of the Ancient Fathers, ( for 
let this be told them, that not onely 1n this particular, but in moſt 
of all the things of weight, wherein we differ ſrom the prefent 
Clergy-men {o called, we havethe Ancient Fathers more on.our . 
fide, than they have, as it may be made app-ar (if God permit) * 
in due ſeaſon) And alſo let thoſe weak and illiterate Ian made- 
Miniſters, who pretend ſo 'much to Learning, and reading (and 
yet have ſolittle of it) forbear their frothy jearings, and mockings 
of our Friends as touching the meaning ot the Scriptures, left in 
fo doigg they be found mockers of them whom they call their Fa- 
thers;. of whom either mediately or immediately they borrow, or 
rather fteal any thing they have to ſay, though oft knowing nej- 
ther what they ſay, nor whereof they affirm, I have had an oc- 
cation given me, not long ago by ſome of theſe Mean to return them 
this advice; ſome of them going about to repreſent it, as a moſt 
ridiculous, and inconliftent Expoſition to expound, by the Woman 
(which Paul permitted Qot to ſpeak ) the fleſb ; for,ſay they, If the 
-Woman be the fie th, then, who is the fleſhes Husband ? Now,let 
Tee FTA (a Manlam verily perſwaded far cxcelling 
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Wife, « fruitful Vine in the fides of 067 Houſe : by which fleſb,is not? 
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them both inPiety and Learning ) who faith, the fleſb is to be ſubon; 
jef# to the Spirit (or Spiritual part in us) and ſo (be ſball br our. 


to be underſtood ſin; or fntullConcupilcence, but rhe animal or ins 
ferior part of a eMan, which is theCreatute'of God, and is of good 
uſe unto them who are Sancified and renewed. And as coacern- * 
ing the Woman mentioned by Pal, in his firſt Epiſtle to Timothy , 
Chap. 2. v. 12, 13, cc. not onely Bernard, as | have (hewed, but 
Auguſtine(who Lived twelve hundred Years 3go0,1nd one of the moſt 
Renowned Fathers in the'Church in thoſe dayes, and who is of 
great account at this day both among Papilts &nd Proteſtants ) doth 
by the woman underſtand the fleſh, and by her (Children, he doth 
underſtand good work; ; forthus he writeth, Libro de trinitate. 12: 
upon the words of the Apoſtle to Timothy ; She ſhall be ſaved by 
bearing of Children: In that Sex of Malt and. Female (faith he) 
the Apoſtle Paul from this may be under flood to have fiaured the 'Mys 
ftery of ſomething more ſecret ; his words in Latine run thus : 1# iffs 
Sexu_Maſculi & Femine Apofiolus Paulus occultioris cujuſdam rei* fl 
guraſſe Myfterium, vel hinc intelligi poteſt. ! r 
And again, the ſame Auguſtine writeth thus, Traatu in Pſal'$3. 
Salva ergo erit Muller que in typo carns accipitur, per filiorum genes: 
rationem, id e#, fi faciat opera bona. That is, in Engliſh, the Wos' 
man therefore ſball be ſaved, which is taken in the Type of the fleſh, t 
the Generation of Children, that is, if ſhe do good works. = 
I Anſwer, ſecondly, If I (hould ſofar condeſ.end, or agreeuns 
tothem, asto take the words of Paw, for Women, in the common” 
ſenſs of ſpeech, what will they gain by it? That no women are t6 
ſpeak in the Church, or that Women im no caſe are to ſpeik in the Chuy ch? 
if ſo, why then are they found fo great and paipable tranſgreffor 
themſelves, who not onely permit, but command Women Tr 
yently to ſpeak in their own Churches, even in their moit pubs 
lick Aſſemblies. And verily, -if the thing were not {o publickly 
and ordinarily practiſed in this Land, I ſhould almoſt be.aſhamed 
to mentiou it, the matter it felf is ſo-{hamefu] a thing. How is i 
I ſay ( to you | ſpeak who are called Yjinifters of the Kirk of 'Srwf« 
land). that ye not onely permit, bur command, yea, _ forcs 
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Women, and thatof the work ſort, to wit, Whores ,- and Adul. 
- xcrous Women, and who have commitred Fornication again, and 
—:pgain ,,. and that withaut:avy,real:figns of: rrue Repetitance', co 
".comein before the Face of the whdle.Congiegation, to ſpeak. And 
the piace wherein they are appoirited to-ftand, -is' not much unlike 
= to your Palpits, but that it is larger, that it may hold three or four ; 
and I my ſelf, as many with me, have ſeen it filed; with as many 
as it could well hold, andthele unhoneſt Women are commanded 
to ſpeak publickly in the Church; yea, the Preacher, (after he him- 
{elf hath-made-an end, )calleth: them by thei particular Names one 
by one, and bids them ſpeak to the Edification of the Congrega- 
tion; and ſo they muſtall ſpeak one by one, to the Edification of 
all; and rhoe who are moſt impudcnt, and leaft ſentible cither of 
their fin, or their ſhame, will readily ſpeak moſt, but in great Hi- 
pocriſic and deceit, for you your ſelves know, that a true Penitent 
"a5carcly to be found among them. If you ſay, This is wot Preach» 
ing or Teaching, but only 4 confeſſing of their ſins , and athing God 
AMercy, and the like ; I an{wer, Is not confeffing their fins, ſpeak- 
ing, and asking Mercy of God (fo that the Congregation may 
hear) is not this, ſpeaking ? Now, the Apoſtle faith, 1 Cor. 14-34. 
Let your Women keep filence in the (hurches, for it is not permitted 
auto them to ſpeak. S>the Apoſtle uſeth this general word (to ſpeak) 
And yet ſurely cca'c{ling of fin, and praying for forgivenels, ſo 
that the Congregation may hear, is. [peeking ; yet it 15 permitted 
nto theſe-W horiſh and Diſhoneft Women at that time to exhort 
he People, and warn them to beware of the ſnares of the Ene- 
my, and the like words; and this, a ſort of Teaching : and I my 
ſelf have heard ſome of them, who had learned the knack of it, 
more than others, ſpake by way of Exhortation, and InftruRion, 
tat ſhe ſeemed to ſpeak almoſt as well, and to as good purpo'e, 
the Preacher himſelf. Now, let all Sober, and Impartial Peo-' 
le judge in this Cafe, betwixt thoſe Men, and us ; they not one-- 
7 permit, but command dilhoneftf!Women  ( who have been” 
W hores,) to ſpeak in the Church, whereas we command no Wo-! 
Fan.at all to ſpeak in the Chyrch ; bur this we ſay, if "Godby his! 
pIrit move or command a godly , ſober, Religious Wonian-eo- 
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oak is the Church, ' wed arc not to farbid-her, yea, we arc tohear! | 
her,..pid vemay be botheditied, .and refreſhed by her Teftimo« * 
gy, it being the ſpirit of God ' which ſpeaketh unto.us, in ber, and] 
by: her. Yea, Thati the Apoſtle did not forbid all women in all caſes to" © 
$0 ſpeak;,is plain, for in the fam: Epiltle, chap. 11. v. 5. he theweth, 
. how the woman ts to be covered, thai Prayeth, or Prephecyeth, which 
plainly holdeth forth. that ſome. Women atleaſt, did both Pray, * 
| and Prophecy inthe Church, in his day, ( yea, and ye your ſelves 7 
allow Women to Sing in the Church, which is a ſort. of ſpeaking, 
and ifthey fing publickly in the outward hearing, 'why may they: 
not pray publickly in the outward hearing, for both is a fort of. 
ſpeaking, ſeeing in both they utter words. ) What ſort of Women 
then is it, whom Pau! doth not permit co ſpzak in the Church 7 
in theſe two places above-mentioned, 1 Cor. 14. 34. and 1 Tim. 2. 
x2, 13-&c. taking them for Women inthe comman hitteral ſence} 
Verily, let us but look into the Context, or words go.ng before, in! © 
both places, and that will clearit : for they are ſuch women, as 
need to be taught themſelves; even, : Firf, Unicarned Women, 
Secondly, Tatling Women, that were not yet come tothe true fi 
lence. Thirdly, Unruly, Proud Women, that were not comerothe 
true ſubje&ion, all whict is implyed in theſe words, Zer the #0+ 
men learn in filence, with all ſubjetion ; for no doubt there-were ſuch 
Women among them of Epheſus ( where Timothie then was }' who 
had need of thele Inftructions:: And Fourthly, vain Women; who 
; were given tovain and gaudy Apparel, ſuch as Gold, or/Pearls, os 
coſtly Array, and were not yet came to be covercd with the Spirit 
ofthe Lord. Fifthly, Such as Ulſurped Authority over the Man. 
Sixthly, Such as were in the Tranſgreſſion, and deceived ay the fink 
Woman was. Seventbly, Sach Women as tranſgcels the Law; and 
not come to be undet Grace, as faid Paul; They are to he under Obts, 
dience, 45 alſo ſaith the Law: (0 .read the words going before, and 
behind, in both places, and you may obſerve, that a ſeven-fold-fort 
.of Women are not permitted by Paw/ to: ſpedk.in the Chyrch;.and 
$#5.i5Jagd,. ibogdoubtithere-wera ef.alltheſc ſorts: of Women ampng = 
thee of; Carr nth, and: Bobeſony who wete ; not perminted 'tofpoak,. 
| whohadaced.othei.Infa@ions, foe comtdcply dach paricaue 
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InftruRions are not given, concerning ſuch" things,” where thers'is 
not need, or where none arc guilty.” Bur what if Pau had: ſaid (0 
concerning allthe Women at Corinth, and Epheſus, (where T, imothy 
at this time was when he wrote to him, concerning Women) #has 
' he did not permit them to ſpeak, will it therefote follow that no W 0- 
mcn are to ſpeak in any Cale inthe Church? I willput you in 
mind of one of your School Rules, which is this, 4 particulazibiu 
aa univerſale non wvaltt conſequentid , I..C. from particulars unto uni- 
wverſal: the con[equente is net walid: therefore, though it had not 
been permitted - either unto ſome or all of thefe rivo particular 
Churches of Corinth, or Epheſus, to ſpeak ( becaufe* they might 
at that time, being but yourg, pct have the requfite qualih- 
cations) it will nor follow, thac Unive:lally all Women eve- 
ry where elſe ought not to ſpeak; yea, theſe called Piesby- 
terians may remember, how they have both allowed,-and coun- 
tenagnced Women | both to Pray., and ſpeak of their Experi- 
ences, 'in their private Mectings, and yet they cannot deny , 
but their private Meetings .are- a Church; for inded a {harch, 
according to the Greet, and Latin word, is nothing elle but a 
Convention ,: or gathering. of the People, whether.\few, or 'ma- 
ny; ſo that Three, Six, or Twelve, isas really a Church, as 3co; 
600, or 1200, 7 28 = 

And further, let us once more take notice of the Apoſtles words, 
arid we ſhall find, tbat'they do not fignitie, -an abſolute forbid. 
ding off Women in any. cafe :to ſpeak, teach, or Preach in the 
Church ; 7 permit or ſuffer not «a Woman ( laidhe) to teach in the 
Church, bnt if they will learn any thing, let them ask their Hu bands 
at home ; For the better underſtanding of which, | am to remem- 
: bec you,. that even according unto Paws own words, there 'was in 
* that day a two-fold manner of ſpeaking in the Church :'One by 


.- Commandment, another by permiſſion, and this diſtin&tion Paw 


| himſelf uſeth, writing unto the Corinthians; © when he faid,- as 

touching ſome particular things, 1 Cor. 7. 6. But [ſpeak this by.per- 
witftos (ſaid he )' and not of Commandment; alſo in" divers bthes 
plares,/:he-writeth thos, 7 ſay ; wot the-Lord) now this fort ofſpeaks 
ing was-u7*d in the Ohurch, ! in two panticular: Caſes ;{-: 7 17 
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T1. In the propounding, or asking of a Queſtion, ſor there 
were in the Church, ſome who asked Queftions, ard {come 
who Anſwered , the Unlearned Asked, and the Learned 
Anſwered, which is the moſt proper way of Catcchifing, 
2. This ſort of ſpeaking, to wit, b Mermifilw, Was 
uſed in the Church in matter of Advice, and Counſel, re- 
lating to the affairs of the Church, where men (according 
to the Wiſdome given them of God) finding the Spirit of 
the Lord preſent with them, enlightning them, and dircR- 
ing them , might ſpeak their mind, in Caſes, by way of 
Counſel and Advice, as ſecing the Expediency and uſe 
of it, for acertain time, though they were not to enjoyn it 
as a Command. And Pas! himſelf uſeth this fame DittinRi- 
on, deftinguiſlhing betwixt things lawful, and things ex- _ 
pedient ; fo that ſome things may be lawſul which arc 
not expedient, and ſome things may be both lawful and cx- 
pedient, and yet not commanded of God; and a man (as;im- 
mediatcely taught by the Spirir of the Lord in his heart) may 
ſce,, both the lawfulneſs, and expediency of a thing, and 
may ſpeak by the ſpirit of the Lord moving him, in the 
Church , concerning both the lawfulneſs and expediency 
of that thing, and yet hei may ſay, | ſpeak not this by 
Commandment, as if what he ſaid were a Command- 
ment unto them ; yea the Spirit of the Lord may com- 
mand and move. him todeclare unto them, that the thing in 
hand before them, is not a Command, but an Expedient 
thing, and fit to be done at that time. Now in theſe two Ca- 
ſes of {pearing by Permiſſion in the Church, as firſt in that 
ofasking Queſtions; and, ſecondly, in that of giving Advice 
or Coulel {imply, by a permiſſion: if they would contend, 
that Women ought not to ſpeak in the Church, all that 
Lea can pretend with any ſhew, or colour of Reaſon, at 
moſt; is, That Women are not to ſpeak in the Church by per- 
miſſion :..if they ſpeak, they are not to do it by permiſſion, 
but þy. commandment, whereas it! isgpermitted unto Men, 
£ oy D at 


(24) | 

at times to ſpeak in the Church by permiflon, when not 
by commandment : an unlearned man may be permitted 
to ask a Queſtion in the Church, which is not permitted un- 
toa Woman, nor is it ncediul, for {ſhe may ask hor-Husband 
at home. | 

Bur if the Spirit of the Lord Command or move a godly 
and Spiritually L:zarncd Woman to ſpeak, in this cafe the is 
the Lords, more than her Husbands, and lhe is to ſpeak, yea, 
thongh the Husband (hould forbid her, for ſhe ought rather to 
obey God than Max. And in Chriſt Teſws there is neither Male 
nor Femal- but all are ent in him, as the Apoſtle ſaid. So both 
theſe Caſes are in a matter of Freedom or Permifſton , not in 
a matter of Neceſſity or Command : therefore though Wo- 
men may not y_ by permiſſion, which Men may do, yet 
they may ſpeak by Command, as when the Lord command- 
tth or moveth them by his Spirit. Andthat Women ſpake 
in the Church, is moſt evident, from the ſecond Chapter of 
Aﬀts, which was a very ſolemn time, and alſo very folemn - 
Convention, for the Scripture ſaith Expreſly, 47s 1.14. that 
2mong the Apoſtles, Mary with other women were preſent, 
and it is ſaid, As 2.4. Aud they were filled with the Holy Ghoſt, 
and began to [peak with other Tongues, as the Spirit pave them 
utterance. So here the Women were filled with the Holy 
Ghoſt, and ſpake, asthe Apoſtles did; for it is ſaid fo of 
them all univerſally : and it appearcth further , that the wo- 
men ſpoke, in this ſolemn Aſſcmbly . from the Apology of 
Peter, which he made in the defence of the womens Prophe. 
cying or ſpeaking, out of Foe/s Prophecy, where it was Pro. 
phecyed by Joel, that the Lord would pour out his Spirit op- 
on. all Flelh, both Male and Female Sons and Daughters, 
Men Servants and Maid-Servants, and they ſhall Prophecy ; 
and ſo that Prophecy was eminently fulfilled at that time as 
at other times afterwards. And alſo before this time, the Lord 
made uſe of women, to witneſs, ſpeak, or declare, and rhat 
unto the cleven Apoſtlgs, that Chriſt was riſen from _ 
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Luke 24. 9, 10% And was not this Convention a Church ? 
And did not the Lord aſter his Reſurre&ion firſt of all appear 
unto a woman, to wit, Mary Magdalene? And did not he 
command her to ſpeak unto the Apoſtles, and Inftrut them 
concerning his Reſurretion? Go (ſaid he) wnto my Brethren, 
and ſay unto them, 1 aſcend to my Father, and your Father, and 
to my God, and your God. Yea, and not onely the Scripture , 
but alſo the Church Hiftory telleth us of women, who taught 
and Inftructed Men, as particularly that woman , who con- 
verted the Nation of the beriavs unto the Chriſtian Faith, 
as Ex/ebins relateth. 
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